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Ms. Donna Searcy, Secretary
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Washington, DC 29554

Dear Secretary Searcy:
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The Division of Emergency Medical Services of the Afkansas Department of
Health is very concerned with the proposed rule 92-235/and the impact such a
rule would have on the EMS services in Arkansas.

The approximate population of the State of Arkensas is 2.3 million
persons. Currently, there are over 225 licensed ambulance services operating
over 450 registered ambulances and support vehicles. The people of Arkansas
are served by only 83 hospitals. To implement a new radio system in our very
rural state would be cost prohibitive.

The proposal to limit radio coverage by reducing antenna height and
effective radiated power would be devastating to the provision of emergency
pre-hospital care due to the terrain of our state. The northern half is
either hills or mountains; the southern half is composed of mostly flat
terrain. The geologic makeup of the southern half is such that radio signals
do not achieve much distance. Our Highway Department operates numerous
repeater stations along Highway 82 which crosses the state from Mississippi to
Texas (177 miles).

Arkansas EMS has been unsuccessful in upgrading the State EMS
Communication System since 1980. This is mainly due to the lack of funding.
The state EMS communication system has mainly relied on equipment that was
initially purchased in the late 1970's. The major factor in the upgrading has
been the cost. Very few areas have 450 mHz, much less have access to the 800
mHz systems.

It is for these reasons that the EMS Division does not support the
proposed rule-making. To mandate the change to those frequencies in the EMRS
spectrum, even in the year 2005 and without Federal assistance, would place
the entire Arkansas EMS system in violation of the Commission.

Please reevaluate the impact of this action on the rural areas of the
nation. We are not experiencing the same problems as the high density,
metropolitan areas where the spectrum is saturated.

Sincerely,

J -y'
t;-/_:c~~/ :/ "'-0"7/L

Doug barr, M.S., NREMT-P
Director
Division of Emergency Medical Services



Ms. Donna Searcy
F.C.C.
t~ay 20, 1993

cc: Mr. Mark Johnson, Chairman, Communications Committee, NASEMSD
Mr. Bob Bailey, President, NASEMSD
Mr. Charlie Brown, APCO Frequency Coordinator
3200 Brown
Little Rock, AR 72204


